
2016

SOUL OF A LION
E S T A T E

THE WINE | The 2016 Soul of a Lion is a balanced, elegant and rich wine from a superb 
vintage that allowed for extended hanging. The smooth and silky tannins are very well integrated 
with the fruit and acidity of the wine. In the glass, the wine reveals a deep and complex bouquet of 
cassis, black currant, licorice, incense, ripe plums and a hint of vanilla. On the palate, the wine is full 
bodied, layered and complex with a persistent finish. It is hard to drink this wine without respecting 
the great structure that will allow it to evolve nicely for years to come. A true blockbuster  vintage 
that showcases the great power that comes from DAOU Mountain.

THE VINTAGE | If there was ever a perfect vintage, 2016 would be it.  Bud break 
started early March and the warmth set in very quickly. The onset of veraison came rapidly and 
earlier than normal because of a very warm June and July. There were a few scares because of the 
raging fires throughout the region but fortunately our grapes were not affected. In the month of 
August, approximately one week away from harvest, very cold weather set in and the sugars stopped 
accumulating for several weeks allowing the perfect hang time to occur. The 2016 vintage allowed us 
to make our darkest, most concentrated wines yet. The longer hang time led to supple and very well 
integrated tannins. The 2016 wines will be long lived. 

DAOU VINEYARDS & WINERY | Family owned and operated, 
DAOU Vineyards & Winery is committed to producing collectible, world-class wines to rival the 
most respected appellations in the world. DAOU Mountain’s combination of remarkable geology, 
microclimate, a 2,200-foot elevation, and steep slopes gives it a terroir described as “a jewel of 
ecological elements.” As stewards of this beautiful terroir, our goal is to make fine wines that 
honestly and accurately reflect the potential of the estate. 

VARIETALS | 86 % Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet Franc, 4% Petit Verdot

BARREL AGING | 22 months in 100% new French oak

ALCOHOL | 14.7%


